March 23, 2015

MICHELLE FOKAM OF KATY, TX
DISTRICT 19-6A MOST VALUABLE
PLAYER

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Michelle Fokam of Katy, TX
for claiming the honor of District 19-6A Most
Valuable Player during the 2014-2015 basket-
ball season. Ms. Fokam and the Seven Lakes
girls’ basketball team continue to lead Katy
ISD in excellence and determination.

Ms. Fokam is a junior at Seven Lakes High
School, and was voted District 19-6A’'s MVP
thanks to her key contributions as one of the
leagues best inside defenders and re-
bounders, as well as her formidable offensive
player skills. This honor comes after an excit-
ing season as the Seven Lakes girls’ basket-
ball team won its fourth consecutive district
championship and its second undefeated sea-
son.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Michelle Fokam for being
honored as the District 19-6A Most Valuable
Player, and to the Seven Lakes girls’ basket-
ball team for your continued victories. We look
forward to seeing what you will accomplish in
the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
vote on Roll Call 119, 120, and 121. | would
like to indicate that | would have voted “No”
on roll call 119, “Aye” on roll call 120, and
“No” on roll call 121.

————

THANKING JOHN WRIGHT FOR
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to thank
John Wright for over thirty-three years of out-
standing service to this House in a number of
administrative and support roles. He lives in
Maryland’s Fifth District, and | am proud to
represent him here in Congress.

John—or “Turk,” as he is known among his
friends and colleagues—is retiring after having
lent his skills and talents to the House of Rep-
resentatives for over three decades. He began
his career in January 1982 under House Clerk
Benjamin Guthrie as an Office Equipment At-
tendant for Office Equipment Services. After
working in the labor room and the House
drapery shop, John was promoted to Inventory
Control Clerk in 1987, where he was respon-
sible for the delivery, movement, and pickup of
equipment for House offices. He also assisted
with Congressional transitions, an arduous
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process entailing the physical movement of in-
ventory and systems for hundreds of Member
offices within a one-month timeframe.

Eager to learn and to help with other duties,
John was promoted in 2000, to the position of
Vendor Management Counselor for Office
Systems Management under the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer (CAQO). His assignments in-
cluded the payment of purchase orders for
equipment, supplies, and furniture for Mem-
bers, Committees, Officers, and support of-
fices of the House of Representatives. He
processed a large volume of payments swiftly
and formed long-lasting friendships with his
customers and coworkers. He offered his serv-
ices and expertise during each Congressional
transition by volunteering extra time to assist
with office moves.

John’s enthusiasm, experience, and re-
sources made him an invaluable asset to the
CAO organization, providing excellent cus-
tomer service to Members and staff. His out-
going personality, positive attitude, and sense
of humor have endeared him to many col-
leagues and friends. John greeted everyone
with a big smile and referred to his coworkers
as family. He shares his pride in serving the
House just as his late mother, Tillie Wright, did
during her illustrious forty-one year career in
the catering division of the House Restaurant
system.

| congratulate John and | ask my colleagues
to join me in thanking him for his distinguished
service to the House and the nation it serves.
| wish him and his family all the best as John
begins this new chapter in his life.

——————

SUNCOR ENERGY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Suncor En-
ergy for receiving the 2014 Commerce City
Business of the Year Award.

The Business of the Year Award is given to
a company showing leadership within its in-
dustry and the community. Suncor’s refinery is
the only petroleum refinery in Colorado and
one of the largest refineries in the Rocky
Mountain region, employing 440 workers. It is
a major supplier of gasoline and diesel fuel
and is the state’s primary producer of asphalt.

This refinery is committed to invigorating the
community by volunteering and supporting
local organizations in Commerce City and in
the Denver metro area. Since 2003, Suncor
contributed more than $2.8 million to numer-
ous organizations directly serving the Com-
merce City community, including Boys & Girls
Clubs of Metro Denver and the Adams 14
Education Foundation.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the

Suncor Energy for this well-deserved recogni-
tion by Commerce City.

E379

INTRODUCTION OF THE SMARTER
APPROACH TO NUCLEAR EX-
PENDITURES (SANE) ACT OF 2015

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today | in-
troduce the Smarter Approach to Nuclear Ex-
penditures (SANE) Act of 2015, a bill that
would enable the U.S. to maintain a strong nu-
clear deterrent without shortchanging combat
readiness and operations.

The SANE Act would allow the U.S. to
adopt a more practical and stable nuclear de-
terrent, while at the same time reducing costs
and risks without compromising our security or
that of our allies. This is achieved by strategi-
cally sizing our nuclear weapons programs, all
while saving approximately $100 billion over
10 years and staying within the New START
Treaty warhead levels.

President Obama has committed to com-
pletely rebuilding all three legs of our nuclear
triad—strategic bombers, intercontinental bal-
listic missiles (ICBMs), and nuclear-armed
submarines (SLBMs). The SANE Act does not
challenge whether the United States should
maintain a triad. It does, however, inject fiscal
responsibility and strategic reality into the ad-
ministration’s nuclear weapons planning,
which many current and former officials have
acknowledged is unaffordable. For instance, in
2013 former Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, General James Cartwright, said of
U.S. nuclear weapons modernization plans,
“The challenge here is that we have to recapi-
talize all three legs [of the nuclear triad] and
we don’t have the money to do it.”

The Pentagon’s 2013 “Report on Nuclear
Employment Strategy of the United States”
declared “that we can ensure the security of
the United States and our Allies [and] partners
and maintain a strong and credible strategic
deterrent while safely pursuing up to a one-
third reduction in deployed nuclear weapons
from the level established in the New START
Treaty.” Other experts, including a commis-
sion chaired by former, General Cartwright,
said the U.S. could go even lower without
jeopardizing security.

Despite these facts, U.S. nuclear weapons
planning calls for spending $350 billion over
the next decade, according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office, and up to $1 trillion over
the next 30 years, to build a nuclear force that
will far exceed what the President, the Pen-
tagon, and security experts have said will be
needed to effectively deter a nuclear threat.
Such spending is not only problematic for tax-
payers concerned about fiscal responsibility,
but those deeply committed to strong and ca-
pable military.

Choosing to rebuild a nuclear triad with
such capacity excesses means choosing not
to invest in other areas. The recent National
Defense Panel report called these plans
“unaffordable” and a threat to “needed im-
provements in conventional forces.” Frank
Kendall, Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology and Logistics, has
echoed similar sentiments, stating in Decem-
ber 2014 that “[w]e’'ve got a big affordability
problem out there with those [nuclear mod-
ernization] programs.”

America must reconcile the facts: our De-
fense budget is already squeezed, a nuclear
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